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FOREWORD

There has been a lack of up to date descriptive grammars of Zambian languages
suitable for use, either as teaching or as learning aids, at all levels of the Zambian
education system. This lack has been keenly felt by teachers and learners alike.
Many of the grammars that are available could be said to be inadequate or
inappropriate in several respects. The oldest ones were written at a time when Latin
or European languages generally were considered to be the prototype of all
grammars, and thus they tended to be patterned in their arrangement, description
and the terminology employed on Latin-based grammatical rules. Others were
written in a style and language which presented serious problems of comprehension
even to teachers. In a good many cases, the actual examples cited were unnatural,
forced or not in accord with accepted usage. At the present moment many of these

works have long been out of print.

In order to put in the hands of the teachers and learners grammatical descriptions
which reflected more nearly the structural facts of their language, during 1970-
71, the Survey of Language Use and Language Teaching in Zambia attempted to
provide comprehensible grammatical descriptions of the seven Zambian
languages officially prescribed for use in education, broadcasting and literacy
programmes. The authors who volunteered or were approached to write them
were specifically instructed to employ a comprehensible style and to keep
technical terminology to the absolute minimum. The general reader was clearly
in mind. It is hoped that with the publishing now of the grammatical outlines of

iciBemba, siLozi, ciNyanja and iciTonga the original intention of providing

grammatical descriptions of appeal




to awide audience, both lay and professional, will have been achieved.

As originally conceived, seven grammatical sketches representing all the seven
officially approved Zambian languages, plus sketches of Town Bemba and Town
Tonga, were to have been published as Part One in a projected three-part volume of
Language in Zambia, incorporating the findings of the Zambia Language Survey.
In the event, it was found necessary in the interest of reducing bulk and cost to
abandon the original plan and to arrange to publish the sketches separately. Indeed,
publishing them separately has the advantage of making them available in a

convenient, less bulky size suitable for both teacher and student handling.

The Institute for African Studies (now the Institute of Economic and Social
Research), University of Zambia, published in 1977 Language in Zambia:
Grammatical Sketches, Volume 1, containing grammatical sketches or outlines of
iciBemba and kiKaonde by Michael Mann and JL Wright respectively, plus a sketch
of the main characteristics of Town Bemba by Mubanga E Kashoki. The plan at the
time was to publish subsequently two follow-up volumes: first, Volume 2, to
contain sketches of siLozi and Lunda and Luvale and second, Volume 3, to contain
sketches of ciNyanja and iciTonga. In the event this plan was not adhered to. Only
one volume was published in accordance with the original plan and this has been

out of print for some time now.

It is in part for these reasons that it has been considered necessary to attend to
the unfinished business initiated some two decades ago. Also, and more

pertinently, the need for pedagogical and reference grammars of Zambian
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languages continues to be keenly felt. The matter has now been made more urgent
following the recent (1996) decision of the Zambian Government to revert to the
earlier policy of using local (i.e. Zambian) languages plus English as a media of
instruction. As now re-arranged, in order to achieve what is felt to be a more logical
arrangement, four grammatical sketches of iciBemba, siLozi, ciNyanja and
iciTonga will be published separately beginning with the first volume containing a

grammatical outline of iciBemba.

Co-sponsored by the Institute for African Studies, (the present Institute of
Economic and Social Research University of Zambia), the main volume Language
in Zambia, was published in 1978 by the International A frican Institute (IAI) partly
subsidised by funds from the Ford Foundation. The Institute gratefully
acknowledges the permission granted by the Foundation, the sponsors of the
language survey of which the Iﬁateria[ published herein is a partial outcome, to have
the sketches published separately. Gratitude is also due to the authors of the

sketches for their contribution in a field in which much remains to be done.

Other acknowledgements are due to Bookworld Publishers for publishing the

sketches in collaboration with the Institute; to the editors of Language in

- Zambia, Sirarpi Ohannesssian and Mubanga E Kashoki, for carrying out the

_ bulk of the necessary initial editorial work; to Dr. Tom Gorman who was

detailed to bring a general stylistic consistency to the sketches; and to the
secretarial Institute staff for preparing the typescript. Above all, the eventual
publication of the sketches owes much to the Zambian Government, in particular

the Ministry of Education, and to the University of Zambia for their interest and

support and for providing a conducive environment in which



fruitful research work could take place during the life of the Survey of Language Use
Language Teaching in Zambia.

Mubanga E Kashoki

Professor of African Languages

INSTITUTE OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIALRESEARCH
UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA

EDITOR
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INTRODUCTION
 Use

The home of siLozi is the Western Province of Zambia, but it is far from being the
only language spoken there. There are three groups of languages spoken in the
province of much longer standing than siLozi, namely Luyana, Tonga and Nkoya.
These grouﬁs of languages are spoken in the east-central and west, in the southwest
and south, and in the northeast of the province respectively. SiLozi is the language
of the central plain. Originally a form of Southern Sotho, it was brought into the

: country by the Kololo conquerors who, under their chief, Sebitwane, overcame the
Luyi in 1840. As a Sotho language it may have been somewhat modified by the time
the invaders reached the Zambezi owing to their wanderings and their contacts with
the peoples on their way whom they met or absorbed. The Kololo were the
dominant tribe in what is now the Western Province for three successive reigns,
those of their chiefs Sebitwane, Sekeletu and Mbololo, but in 1864, Sipopa, a
descendant of the old Luyi chiefs, re-established himself in power on the Barotse
flood plain.

In the restoration, most of the Kololo men were killed. They had already been much
reduced in number by fever and civil strife. The women and children became the
property of the Luyi chiefs, and it must have been due to their influence, and that of
the administrative changes of the preceding twenty-five years, that the language of
the Kololo survived under the name of siLozi. Though much influenced by Luyana,
it is still correctly classified as a language of the Sotho group and is understood in

neighbouring Botswana.

SiLozi is spoken almost exclusively in the central Barotse plain to the north and

south of Mongu, and on either side of the Zambezi to a considerable distance




inland. It is also spoken along the river, in varying degrees, all the way to
Livingstone, where it is the main African language in use. In addition, siLozi is
spoken as a lingua franca all over the Western province and is the language of
administration, education and general communication where English is not used. In
the 1990 Census of Population, Housing and Agriculture the Lozi-speaking
population was enumerated under the “Barotse Group” (which included the
Nyengo, Lozi, Subiya, Nkoya and others). The group totalled 527,410, of which
447,852 constituted the number of speakers termed “Lozi” in the census. As a
lingua franca, silozi was placed in fourth position behind iciBemba, ciNyanja and
iciTonga in the 1980 Census of Population and Housing. A decade later, the 1990
Census of Population showed the situation as remaining largely unchanged, once
again siLozi coming in fourth place, the applicable statistics being 29.9 percent
(iciBemba), 11 percent (iciTonga), 7.8 percent (ciNyanja) and 6.4 percent (silozi).
Overall, to be regarded as of the greatest relevance is the fact that within Zambia
siLozi at present is counted among the five major languages, along with English,
iciBemba, ciNyanja and iciTonga, which are spoken predominantly by the national

population.
UNITS OF SOUND AND UNITS OF GRAMMAR

Spoken languages, like coins, have a twofold aspect and may be regarded, analysed
and described from either side. They have a phonological aspect and a
morphological aspect. From the phonological aspect we find that silLozi has a
certain inventory of sound units which are combined in certain regular and

recurrent ways. The term used for these units of sound is the phoneme.

From the morphological aspect we find that sil.ozi is also a structure of




grammatical units which are also combined in certain ways. The term used for these

grammatical units is the morpheme.

Under the heading PHONOLOGY we shall give a very condensed account of the
phonemes of sil.ozi and of their combinations into the larger unit of the syllable.
Under the heading MORPHOLOGY we shall give a somewhat more extended, but
still very condensed, account of the classes of morpheme in silLozi and the way they

combine into larger units which we shall call grammatical constructions.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In writing this “Outline” I have relied heavily on the works cited in the
Bibliography, particularly on the two morphological studies by Mr., now Dr., D.F.
Gowlett. The examples cited have been checked with Mr. R. Sitali, a silozi-
speaking informant whose help has been invaluable. The method of presentation
follows the constituent structure model of analysis and description. The treatment
of the phonology is deficient in that tone and length of vowels have not been
adequately treated. Long and geminate vowels are spelt in the same way by
duplication of the same letter, but length has been indicated only in the relative
prefixes. The current orthography marks neither length nor tone. In Mr. D.F.
Gowlett’s articles, A Selection of Lozi Folktales and Riddlek, African Studies, 30,

Nos. 1 and 2, long vowels were marked with a macron. Finally I am grateful to

Professor Mubanga E. Kashoki for additions to this Introduction which bring it up
to date.




PHONOLOGY

Syllables in siLozi normally consist of a consonant, or a consonant cluster,
followed by a vowel. Less commonly, syllables may consist of a vowel alone,

or of a nasal consonant alone. These three types of syllable may be symbolised

as follows:
"(i)  Consonant + vowel CcV
Consonant cluster + vowel CCV
(ii)) Vowel alone A"

(iii) Nasal alone (only at the beginning or end of a word) N

Each syllable carries a unit of tone and length, normally by means of its nuclear
vowel. Syllabic nasal consonants, being resonants like vowels, may carry tone

and length in the absence of a nuclear vowel,

e.g. mu-tu  (person) (1)'  issyllabically CV-CV
u-fiz  (whichone?) (1) 7 2 V-CV
m-me (mother) (lay ~ P N-CV

VOWELS

There are five vowel phonemes in.siLozi. Two are high, one being articulated

with the front of the tongue high up in the front of the mouth, and the other with

the back of the tongue high up at the back of the mouth. The first is pronounced,

with spread lips and the second with rounded lips. These two vowels are spelt /i/
and /w/.

L A number in brackets afier a word refers to the class of that noun. Noun classes are
discussed on pages 11-20.
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Two other vowels are of medium height, being articulated in the front and at
the back of the mouth, and again with spread and rounded lips respectively.

These vowels are spelt /e/ and /o/.

The fifth vowel is articulated with the tongue in a low and central position, and
with the lips held neutrally between a spread and rounded, position. This vowel
is spelt /a/.
| e.g. mina  (you - plural)
luna  (we)
wena  (you)

wona  (it) 3)
CONSONANTS

The consonant phonemes of silozi are listed in the following table. Their

manner and place of articulation are indicated by the terms of the horizontal and

vertical columns respectively.

Labial | Alveolar | Palatal | Velar
Glottal
Stops - Voiceless P t c k
- Voiced b d J g
Spirants - Voiceless f & sh h
- Voiced z
Approximants |- Voiced w ! y
Nasals - Voiced m n ny 7




The symbdls used for the phonemes in the chart are also 'thosé'émpl'oyed in the
standard spelling of siLoz’i"fbday ‘save that /7/, when it occurs as a syllabic
margin, is spelt . In this study the letter () will be used in order to spell the
phoneme /5/ when it is a ‘single syllabic margin,

e.g. feni (there)

or when/'t clusters with /w/,

.8 pywi  (one) (9)

When /y/ occurs before the velar stops /& or /g/, it will be spelt as in the
standard spellmg, that is as (nk) and (ng), :

eg  miongu (phonemlcal]y, ,fm:oygu/) ' (pumpkins)' 4)

The phoneme /ny/ is also spelt (n) when lt comes before the paiatal stops ,’c:’
or /j/, that is, as (nc) and (nj) : :

The followmg consonant clusters combine with vowels to form syllables:

(@) nasals + stops 1 /mp, mt, nc, nk, mb, nd, nj, ng/

(b) nasals + spirants 1 /ms,nz/

(c) stops+/w/ 1 /pw, tw, cw, kw, bw/

(d) spirants + /w/ T /fw, sw, shw, hw, zw/

(¢) nasals+/w/ : /mw, nw, nyw, gw/

(f) nasals+stops+/m/ 1 /mpw, ntw, ncw, nkw, mbw, ndw, njw, ngw/
(g) nasals+spirants +/&/  :  /nsw, nzw/ "

" (h) labials + A/ ' /py, by, my, mpy, mby/
(i) alveolar approximant + A/ /ly/ =

TONE AND LENGTH

Syllables, which are otherwise identical in regard to their consonants and

1
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vowels, may differ in two other diﬁ‘erént but related ways. They may differ in
tone, one being high, indicated as H, and the other low, indicated as L. They
may also differ in length, one being long and the other short. Syllables may be
cither short or long. Short syllables carry only one tone which is either high
(marked (")) or low (marked ( ")),

e.g.  mi-ti {person) m

mii-tii i-fi?  (which person?) (1)

Long syllables carry a sequence of two tones which may be either both high,
both low, or high-low. These sequences may be symbolised as HH, LL and HL.
Syllables carrying HH may contrast with similar syllables carrying HL so these
sequences must be regarded as phonemically distinct and, ﬂ:rther,l not simply as
two variants of H linked to the occurrence of long vowels. Where it is necessary

to mark tones on words the three sequences can be indicated as follows: HH

as /*/, HL as /"/ and LL as /*/. Tone will not be marked on the examples in the

sections dealing with the morphology.

Syllables acquire length and sequences of tones in the following contexts:-

i) When a nominal (or noun) stem beginning with a vowel occurs with a
prefix consisting of a consonant (C) or a consonant-cluster of the Cw- or
Cy- type, usually as an alternative to a possible CV- prefix, the initial vowel
of the stem is lengthened and carries a sequence of tones. These may be
either LL or HH, the sequence LH becoming HH,
eg I-iba (dove) (5) cp.! ma-iba  (doves)  (6)

m-Gitwa  (thorn) (3)  cp.  mi-twa  (thorns) (4)

ii) When forms with initial syllabic nasals are initially inflected by an

! j.e. compare




inflecting morpheme with a short vowel, the vowel of the latter is
lengthened and assumes the tone of the syllabic nasal. The nasal which is
otherwise syllabic, becomes part of the syllabic margin of the following
syllable. Such forms may be either nominal or verbal.
eg. ni-+-mjia >  ninja  (withadog)

ni-+-nsa >  ninsa  (1amtaking out)

ki- +-ngd >  kinga (o take)

iii) The same effect is brought about when such forms occur in the middle of a
phrase, é.g. as an object complement in a verb phrase,

e.g. amilati + nja > anilati — nja (1 don’t want a dog)

iv) Syllabic nasals occurring in sequences of identical Shapé,
e.g. mmé (mother) (la)
nna (D)
disappear in these contexts but nevertheless pass their tone to the preceding
syllable.
eg. ki+mme >  kimé  (itis mother)

nila + mme > nilatd-mé (I love mother)

Long vowels result from contraction of vowels. This happens when vowels
without consonantal margins follow one another in the inflection of verb
phrases. Opportunities for contraction are numerous as several of the subject
prefixes, object prefixes and tense s'i-ghs are V in form and many of the verb
radicals are vowel-commencing. Contracted, and therefore long, vowels with
tone sequences usually have alternatives in uncontracted forms.'

e.g.  Njainé ihuhila ~  inéhithila  (the dog was barking).

L. This section on tone and length is a summary of the clear treatment of the phenomena
of tone and length in SiLozi in Gowlett 1964, pp. 8-9; 1967, pp. 5-11, 88-98.

5
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MORPHOLOGY

The grammatical constructions of siLozi are of three kinds, substantival,
verbal and ideophonic. They are each based upon a specific type of base or
nucleus. In the case of the substantival constructions this nucleus is the

substantival stem, H'|

€.g  -tuin/mu-tu/ (person) H

In the case of the verbal constructions the nucleus is the verb radical, (or verb
root),

e.g.  -lat- in /a-ni-lat-i/ (I don’t want)

In the case of the ideophenic constructions the nucleus is the ideophone itself,

e.g  cwaa (being sour, of liquids)

The substantive stems, the verb radicals and the ideophones between them
account for most of the entries in the lexicon or dictionary. A good number of
the remainder are class or affix morphemes, i.e. prefixes, suffixes or infixes,
which are needed to form constructions with the stems and radicals,

e.g.  mu-in/mu-tu/ (person) @))

@-, ni, -i in /a-ni-lat-i (I don’t want)

Chapter 1
SUBSTANTIVAL CONSTRUCTIONS

The main types of substantive are the nouns, the pronouns, the demonstratives,

the enumeratives, the selectors and the relatives. In this study the morphology




of siLozi is presented as three hierarchies of constructions based, as already
stated, on each of the three types of root morpheme, substantival, verbal and
ideophonic. For example the description of the substantival hierarchy
commences with the simplest constructions formed by combining affix
morphemes with substantival stems as constituents. These constructions,
namely the substantives, represent the first level of substantival constructions.
e.g. mu-tu (person) (1)

The noun prefix of class 1 is one constiu\xent and the noun stem /-fu/ is another.

Compare the following, all from Class I. Each exemplifies a different type of
substantive, but all share a similar constructional pattern, namely affix + stem as

two constituents.

e.g. (1) mu-tu (person) (1) noun
2) ye-na (he) (1) pronoun
3 y-ale (that yonder) (1) demonstrative
“4) mu-nwi (one) (1) enumerative
(5) u-fi? (which?) (1) selector

(6.1) yo-mu-hulu (big, grownup) (1) adjective
(6.2) yaa-butali  (clever) (1) relative

The constructions at the first and simplest level are also constituents in more
complex constructions at the second level. For example single substantives
combine to form substantive phrases in which they are constrained to agree by
means of affixes of the same class.

e.g. mutu yomuhulu (an adult person) (1)

The noun headword, and the adjective agreeing with it in class, are the

constituents of this construction. Other examples are:-




yona ifi? (which one?) (9) pronoun + selector

musali yomuhulu (an adult woman) (1) noun + adjective

mutu yo (this person) (1) noun + demonstrative
yomuhulu ufi? (which adult?) (1) adjective + selector
yaabutali yo (this clever one) (1) relative +demonstrative

Constructions at the second level of complexity act as constituents at a third
level of construction, namely that of the inflected substantive phrase. Here
the constituents are the inflection on the one hand and the substantive phrase on
the other. Inflections are of very different kinds, but they agree in the type of
construction they form. They comprise the copulative inflection, which forms
predicates; the possessive inflection which forms qualifying phrases; the
adverbial inflection which forms adverbial complements in verb phrases; and

subjectival inflections which also form predicates.

e.g. ki-mutu yomuhulu (it is an adult person) cop. inflection
ni-mutu yomuhuly  (with an adult person) adv. inflection
wa-mutu yomuhulu  (of an adult person) poss. inflection
ka-mulilo wo (by means of this fire) adv. inflection
ki-mutu yo (it is this person) cop. inflection

(mwana) wa-mutu yo ((the child) of this person) (1) poss. inflection

ni-mutu yomuhuly (1 am an adult person) subj. inflection

A subsection of this level consists of subjectivally inflected relative stems,
e.g.  u-butali (he is clever)

ba-teni (they are there)

One of these inflected substantival constructions, namely that with the

copulative or predicative inflection /ki-/, acts as constituent at a fourth level of




construction, namely as-the predicate in the substantival clause. The other
constituent of the clause is the subject. Other inflected substantive phrases, e.g.
those inflected by /nmi-/, or by the possessive inflection, e.g. /wa-/, are
constituents in other types of construction.
e.g.  Mubanga kimutu yomuhulu (Mubanga is an adult person)
‘Mubanga’® is the subject and ‘kimutu yomuhuly’ is the predicate of this
substanti\(g! clause,

Mutu yo umusa This person is kind

‘Muto yo’ is the subject and ‘umusa’ is the predicate of this substantival clause.

A fifth level of substantival constructions is that of the sentence. In such a
construction there is a principal clause which is substantival. It is accompanied

by one or more clauses, either principal or subordinate.

This system of analysing constructions in terms of their constituents,
constructions which become in turn constituents in more complex constructions
at higher and higher levels, is applied to the verbal constructions based on verb
radicals and, to a lesser extent, to those based on ideophones. Such a description
affords an insight into the way in which siLozi speakers form their clauses and

sentences which are the important units of communication.
LEVEL 1 : THE SUBSTANTIVE

THE NOUN

(a) Typically nouns are constructed according to the following pattern:

class prefix + noun stem

s e R




(b) There are 17 class prefixes in silLozi which combine with noun stems to
form nouns. These class prefixes are given below. They are numbered
according to the system used in the comparative study of Bantu languages
which shows the extent to which silozi fits in with the general Bantu

pattern and what is its own individual character.

Singular No Number Plural
1.  mu- 2. ba-
la. O- (zero prefix) 2a.  bo-
3. mu- 4. mi-
5. li- 6. ma-
ool i 8. bi-
9. N- 10.9 IiN-
10.  @-
1. lu-
12.  ka- 13. -
14.  bu-
15.  ku-
16. (fa-)
17. ku-
18.  (mu-)
(c) Nouns with the same class prefix in common form a noun class. Thus, for
example, :
e.g. mu-ti (person); and '
mu-sali (woman)

are both nouns of class 1, having the prefix /mu-/ of class 1 in c_om'm'oi].:



(d) The prefix of class 1a is /Z-/ or zero. Nouns in this class share in common

the feature of having no prefix. In a system where the nouns of all other

classes do have overt class prefixes, this absence is significant and serves as

a class mark.
e.g.  ndate (father) (1a)
mma . (mother) (1a)

(e) Most prefixes convey either Singular number or plural. As listed they are
paire'i’l,\ unevenly numbered prefixes up to 11 being singular and the
corresponding evenly numbered prefixes being plural,

e.g. mu-fu (person) 1)

ba-tu (persons, people) (2)

However, the plural prefix corresponding to that of class 11 is /ma-/ (6) and
class 12 prefix /ka-/ and class 13 prefix /lu-/ are singular and plural
respectively. The plural of class 9 nouns is formed by adding class 10 prefix to
that of class 9, not substituting it as is the general rule. Class 10 prefix is usually
substituted for that of class 7 to form its plurals. The class prefixes of classes 16

and 18 are not constituents of nouns but of other substantival constructions.

The Noun Classes

Class prefix 1 is /mu-/ before consonant commencing stems.
e.g. mu-sali (woman) ()

The prefix is /mw-/ before some stems commencing with vowels.
e.g.  mw-ana (child) (D

mw-enyi (visitor) (1)




It is singular in number. Its regular correlative plural is class prefix 2, /ba-/. In
some cases class 1 nouns form plurals with class prefix 6.

e.g. ma-Lozi  (the Lozi people) (6) cp. mu-Lozi (aLozi person) (1)

Nouns in class 1 all indicate singular human beings of various kinds, tribes and

conditions.

Class Prefix 2 is /ba-/. It is /b-/ before some stems commencing in /a/.
e.g. ba-sali (women)  (2)
b-ana (children) (2)

%lass 2 nouns indicate the plural of the correlative class 1 forms.

Class prefix 1a is /@-/. Overtly, nouns of class 1a consist only of a stem.
e.g.  ndate (father) (1a)
mme (mother)  (la)
Nouns with class 1a prefix indicate kinship terms, personal names, some names

of animals and personifications.

Class prefix 2a is /bo-/. Substituted for class la prefix it forms plurals of
number. '
e.g. bo-ndate (fathers) (2a)

bo-mme (mothers) (2a) c¢p. bo-mma (my mother) (2a)
When prefixed to some class 1 nouns, honorific plurals are formed.
e.g.  Bo-Mukwae (Honourable Princess) (2a)

When prefixed to personal names, the plural meaning may be either honorific or

numerical.

e.g. bo-Sitali (the Sitalis, or Mr. Sitali)




Class prefix 3 is /mu-/ before consonant-commencing stems.
e.g mu-nwana (ﬁﬁger) 3)

It is /mw-/ or /m-/ before certain stems commencing with vowels.

e.g.  mw-aha (year) 3)
mw-endano  (race) 3)
mw-ila (taboo) 3)
m-0yo (heart)  (3)
m-utwa (thom) ~ (3)

Nouns with class prefix 3 are singular and form plurals with class prefix
4, /mi-/.

Class 3 nouns with primary prefix /mu-/ indicate the names of many trees and
plants, some animals,\parts of the body and miscellanea. When used as a
secondary prefix, viz. when substituted for prefixes other than their correlative
plurals, it is augmentaﬁve and pejorative.

e.g  mulundu (steep, difficult hill) 3) cp. /Ji-lundu  (hill) (5)

The primary prefixes of a noun stem are those with which it is used to indicate

items as normal specimens of their kind. Prefixes become secondary when they

are substituted for primary prefixes in order to convey implications which

portray items as abnormal or out of the ordinary in some specific way, for

example as large, small, awkward, unpleasant and so on.

Class prefix 4 is /mi-/.

eg  mi-nwana (fingers)  (4)

It is /my-/ before some stems commencing in vowels




e.g. my-aha ~  mi-aha (years) (4)
my-0yo ~  mi-oyo (hearts) (4)

mi-utwa (thorns) (4)
Class 4 nouns indicate the plural of the correlative class 3 forms.

Class prefix 5 is /fi-/.
e.g. li-cwe (stone)
It is /I-/ before some stems commencing with /i/, and /ly-/ before some stems

commencing with /o, u/.

e.g. l-ino ~  li-ino (tooth) 5)
I-ito ~ Do (eye) ®)
ly-omba ~  li-omba (kind of fishing net) (5)

Class 5 contains the names of many things found in pairs, e.g. parts of the body,
or in plenty, e.g. the animals that go in herds, fruit found in abundance. As a
secondary prefix it is augmentative.

e.g. li-sali (big woman)

Class prefix 6 is /ma-/
e.g. ma-cwe (stones)
The vowel of the prefix coalesces with the initial vowel of stems commencing

in /a/ and the stems /-iro/ (tooth), /-ito/ (eye)

e.g.  meno (teeth) (6)
meto (eyes) (6)
m-anda (bundles) (6)
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Nouns of class 5 and 11 have correlative plurals in class 6. !
e.g ma-naka (horns) (6) cp. lu-naka (horn)(11) ) |
In addition to containing plural nouns with the general meanings of classes 5
and 11, class 6 contains a number of nouns of no number indicating the names
of liquids. A number of class 1 nouns indicating tribal, national or racial

affiliation form plurals of class 6.

e.g. ma-Lozi (the Lozi people) (6)

cp. mu-Lozi (a member of the Lozi people) (1)

A number of class 9 nouns form--plurals-' in class 6.
e.g.  ma-simu (fields) it 6)
cp. simu __ (field) &)

Class prefix 7 is /si-/

e.g. si-fuba (chest) |
si-oli (island)
si-ulwi ~ (red ant)

It is /s-/ with certain vowel-commencing stems.

e.g.  s-ongo (piece of iron) - )

Class 7 contains the names of many material objects, sicknesses, things or
persons that are imperfect and fall short, styles of acting and speaking. As a
secondary prefix! it is pejorative and often augmentative.

e.g.  si-saka (rough old sack) (7) cp. saka (sack) (9)

| si-ongolo (big insect)

As a rule primary class 7 nouns form correlative plurals in class 10. Secondary

!'Secondary prefixes are those which are substituted for primary prefixes when it is
designed to convey implications that indicate items as abnormal or out of the ordinary.
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class 7 nouns form plurals in class 8.

e.g.  si-hwana (calabash) )

li-hwana (calabashes) (10)
but si-zeve (big ear) @)

bi-zeve (big ears) 8)
Class prefix 8 is /bi-/
e.g. bi-ongolo (big insécts)

 bi-utu (big clumsy feet)
It is /by-/ with certain vowel-commencing stems.
e.g  by-ongo (pieces of iron)
<

This class provides correlative plurals for secondary nouns of classes 7 and 11.

Class prefix 9 is /N-/, a homorganic nasal.

eg n-ja

The prefix /n/ is only found overtly with monosyllabic stems. In all other cases
its presence is hidden, but its influence is shown by the sound changes it causes

when prefixed to certain consonant-commencing stems.

e.g.  pina . (song) (9) cp. -bin- (sing)
tau (lion) )
namani (calf) 9

Class 9 contains many names of animals and of many objects of everyday life.
The plurals of class 9 nouns are usually in class 10.9 though some form their
plurals in class 6.

eg  li-nja (dogs) (10.9)




ma-namani (calves) (6.9)

With monosyllabic stems /N-/ is homorganic being /m, n, ny and 5/ before

labial, alveolar, palatal and velar commencing stems respectively.

e.g  mpye (ostrich)  (9)
n-du (house)  (9)
n-ja (dog) (9

n-gu[y-gu]  (sheep) (9)

In the case of certain consonants at the beginning of stems, the prefixing of /N-/
causes a morphophonemic change, that is a change in the phonemic shape of the
morpheme. When the stcm/% monosyllabic /N-/ also appears as a syllabic nasal.
In the case of longer stems /N-/ consists of the sound change. These changes,
which seem confined to nominal constructions based on verb radicals, may be
summarised as follows:
Stem commencing consonants /b-/, /f-/, /I-/, /h-/ and /V-Y/ become /p-/, /p-/, /
t-/, /k-/ and /kV-/ respectively.
e.g  N+-buz- (ask) + -0 become puzo  (question)

N+-f (give) + -0 ”  mpo  (gift)
N+-lut- (teach) + -0 Z tuto (lesson)
N+-han- (deny) + -0 ”  kano  (denial)
N+-alab- (answer) + -0 2 kalabo (answer)

Class prefix 10 is //i-/:
Class 10 prefix /li-/ is substituted for the class 7 prefix /si-/ when the latter is a

primary prefix in order to form correlative plurals.
e.g. li-fuba (chests) (10)

'i.e. a vowel




li-oli (islands) (10)

Together with class prefix 9 /N-/, it forms correlative plurals of class 9 nouns.

e.g. li-n-ga (dogs) (10.9)
li-tau (lions) (10.9)
li-m-pye (ostriches) (10.9)
li-n-gu (sheep) (10.9)

li-puzo (questions) (10.9)
/ i—m-pg/. (gifis) (10.9)
li-tuto (lessons) (10.9)
li-kano (denials) (10.9)
li-kalabo (answers) (10.9)

Class prefix 11 is /lu-/.

e.g lu-naka (horn)

It occurs as /fw-/ before certain stems commencing in /a, e, i/

e.g.  Iw-aa (reed mat for bottom of canoe) (11)
Iw-enge (white of egg) (1)

and as /I-/ before certain stems commencing in /o, u/.

e.g. l-oyva © (single soft hair) (11)

Class 11 is singular and contains the names of things characterised by length as

well as many miscellanea. Secondary nouns are characterised by implications of

length or thinness. Plurals of secondary class |1 nouns are in class 8.

e.g. lu-ngo  (sharp, pointed nose) (I11) cp. bi-ngo (sharp noses) (8)
lu-zebe (long ear) (11) cp. bi-zebe (long ears) (8)

Prefix 11 with stems indicating grains, plants and crops indicates one single
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stem or specimen.

e.g.  lu-cwani (one blade of grass) (11) -

Class prefix 12 is /ka-/, _

e.g.  ka-banze (scorpion) (12)
It is /k-/ before stems commencing with /a/.

e.g. k-ana (small child) (12)

Nouns in class 12 are singular and include a number of miscellaneous things,
sometimes with unpleasant connotations. Secondary nouns in class 12 indicate
diminutives and things which are unpleasant or a nuisance.
e.g.  ka-mbuki (young, feeble diviner) (12)

ka-loyawe  (old garden cursed long ago and which people will not

cultivate)
Class prefix 13 is /tu-/
e.g.  tu-banze (scorpions) - (13)

tu-ungu  (undersized pumpkins) (13) cop. kaungu (undersized
pumpkin) (12)
It is /tw-/ before stems commencing in /a/

e.g. tw-ana ~(small children)

Nouns in class 13 are plural and convey the meanings of their correlative

singular.

Class prefix 14 is /bu-/
e.g.  bu-sihu (night)




bu-cwawi (grass)
It is /bw/ before stems commencing in /a, e, i/

e.g. bwanyu (good luck, e.g. in spearing of fish) (14)
and /b/ before /o, u/

e.g. boya (hair, wool, down)

Class 14 contains the names of substances or things found in mass. Secondary

nouns of class 14 indicate names of countries or abstract qualities,

e.g. bu-nunu (many fleas)
bu-Lozi (Lozi-land)
bu-tu (humanity)

Class 15 prefix is /ku-/

This prefix is used along with terminal vowel /a-/ in the infinitive inflection of

verb phrases,
€.g.  ku-bon-a batu (to see people)
ku-f~a mpo (to give a gift)

Class 17 prefix is /ku-/
This prefix is used with nouns and pronouns to form locative nouns or nominal

constructions in which a place is designated with general reference to the person

or object to which /ku-/ is prefixed.
e.g  ku-mulena (where the chief is)

ku-bona (where they are)

The class prefixes of class 16 and class 18, /fa-/ and /mu-/, occur in

substantival constructions other than nouns and nominal constructions.




NOMINAL CONSTRUCTIONS ;
The noun class prefixes combine with stems other than simple noun stems
consisting of one morpheme. Such stems may be complex and made up of

combinations of substantival, verbal or ideophonic morphemes. They may also

be simplex (i.e. without affixes) yet taken from a class other than that of the

noun stems. |
|

Complex Nominal Stems

(2) stems and diminutive suffixes /-nyana, -ana/

e.g. tau-nyana (little lion) 9 cp. tau (lion) (9)
silepe-nyana  (little axe) (7) cp. silepe (axe) (f*')

musali-nyana  (little woman) (1) cp. musali (woman) (1)

(b) stems and augmentative suffix /-tota/
e.g. munna-tota (a real man)

tau-toia (a huge lion)

(c) reduplicated stems
e.g mufili-fili (trouble) 3
kacima-cima (irritableness) (12)

sico seo simunati-nati  (that food is very pleasant) (3)

2
Nominal Constructions based on Verb Radicals
In these constructions the prefix appears'to combine with terminal vowels to }
1 form one constituent, the verb radicals being the other. |
|
|

eg  mu-lim-i (farmer) (1) cp. -lim-  (cultivate)

bu-pil-o (health) (14) cp. -pil- (live)




si-tahw-a (drunkard) (7) cp.  -tahw- (become drunk)

Nominal Constructions based on ldeophones

e.g. ngele-ngele (hand bell) cp. ngele (ringing)
sikwakwakwa (machine gun) cp. kwa (report of gun)

Nominal Constructions of Class 1a with prefixal formatives /i-/ (often

masculine) and /na-/ (often feminine) are common in the dictionary.

e.g. imatala (someone who never has enough food) (la)
imukuka (one who does not take care of his belongings) (1a)
namukuka (untidy woman) (1a) i
namulomo (talkative woman) (la)

Nominal Constructions of Class 2a occur when the prefix /bo-/ is used as
constituent with a phrase.
e.g. bo-ndat’ amina (your fathers)

bo-ndat’ aluna (our fathers)

bo-ndat’ abona (their fathers)

Nominal constructions are formed by the use of secondary prefixes with

complex stems made up of the morpheme /nga/ and nouns of class 1a or 2a.

-

e.g. ka-nga-Sitali (the little Sitali)
tu-nga-boSitali (the little Sitalis)

THE PRONOUN

Constructional pattern:




Person or class affix (+ -o-, classes 2 to 18 only) + stabiliser /na-/. The
stabiliser /-ra/ fulfils 2 mainly phonological role in enabling the pronoun to
function as a phonological word of two syllables with the accent on

penultimate length.

The forms of the person and class affixes in pronouns with incidence of /-0-/

and the stabiliser are shown in the following table.

Singular No number Plural
I n-na : lu-na
11 we-na mi-ha
nr' class 1. ye-na Z b-0-na
3. w-0-na 4, y-0-na
5. l-0-na 6 g-0-na
7. s-0-na 8 by-o0-na
9, y-0-na 10. z-0-na
11. l-o-na
12: k-o-na 13. t-o-na
14. b-0-na
15. k-0-na
16. Jo-na
17. k-o0-na
18. m-0-na

The pronoun contributes emphasis or prominence especially when it is used in
appositional phrases or in contrast. When inflected, pronouns lose their
emphatic references. _

eg.  Lunalufitile kanako, bona (We arrived in time, they were late)

nebaliehile

1i e. First, second and third person

I'n
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1 but lico za-luna (our food,)

Mulena yena wabulela (The chief is talking; it is the chief
who is talking)
but Nenisabuleli niyena (I was not speaking with him)
mina mal.ozi (you Lozi) (1L, 6)
yena ndate (my father himself) (1)
wona munzi (the village itself) 3)
bona bucwayi (the grass itself) (14)
Jfona foo (that very place) (16)
THE DEMONSTRATIVES

There are four series of demonstratives with the following constructional

patterns:
Series 1 : Demonstrative class affix + a secondary vowel /-o/, /-e/ or /-a/,
depending on whether the class has vowel /-u/, /-i/ or /-a/ in its

_'[ noun prefix (here)

Series 2 : Demonstrative class affix + secondary vowel + /-o/  (there)

Series3 @
_ Demonstrative class affix + stems /-ale/ or /-anif (yonder).

Series 4




1 2 3 4

which commence in /a/.

s e le-o -ale Lani ;
6 a-a 9-a-0 a-ale g-ani rE
7 s-e 5-¢-0 s-ale s-ani l
8 by-e by-e-o by-ale by-ani
' 9 y-e y-e-0 y-ale y-ani
10 z-e 2-e-0 z-ale z-ani i
11 l-o l-0-0 tw-ale Iw-ani |
12 k-a k-a-0 k-ale k-ani
13 t-o0 t-0-0 tw-ale tw-ani r
14 b-o b-0-0 bw-ale bw-ani |
15 k-0 k-0-0 kw-ale kw-ani i
16 fa fo-o  fale Jf-ani ¢
17 kw-ana k-0-0 kw-ale kw-ani
18 m-0 m-0-0 mw-ale mw-ani
Note that the first position demonstrative of class 17 is irregular and that in the .
3rd and 4th position, alternative forms of the class affix of classes 11, 13, 14,
15, 17 and 18 occur of Cw' shape, this being required as a margin to the stems |
|
|
|
r

The demonstrative of first position indicates objects near to the speaker, those

of second position objects near the hearer, and those of the third and fourth

positions, which have no difference in meaning, objects at a distance from both

speaker and hearer.

eg. yo (this one) (1) eg mutu (person) )
ze (these ones) (10) linja (dogs) 10)

! i.e. Consonant followed by w




yeo (that onq) ) buka (book) ) ‘
yani  (that one yonder) (9) kota (tree) ) ‘

wale  (that one yonder) (3) munzi  (village) 3) |

I
|
THE ENUMERATIVE | !

The constructional pattern: |
I
enumerative prefix + enumerative stem

The forms of the class affixes as enumerative prefixes are as follows:

1 miu- 2 ba- i
3. mu- 4, mi-
5. li- 6. ma-
T S ginadpp |
0 s 10, i 1
1. Tu- |
12. ka- I3. tu-
14 bu- I
15, k-
17 ku-
The enumerative stems are:
-gwi : (one)
-i? (of what kind?) (classes 1 and 6 only)

Stem /-pwi/ does not occur with the class affixes of plural classes, save with that

of class 2 with honorific meaning,.

€.g.  bondate bali baywi (father on his own)

Enumeratives with stem /ywi/ (one) are always used as complements of the
verb /-li/ (be) in participial' phrases.

"i.e. phrases involving a participle




|

=

IE
e.g.  busihu buli bupwi {only one night) i
mutu ali munwi (only one person) | :

komu ili yywi (only one ox) |

The enumerative stem /-i?/ is commonly only used in classes 1 and 6 and, as |

selector stem, in class 9,

3 e P BT WA

THE SELECTOR

Constructional pattern:

selector prefix + selector stem

The forms of the class affixes as selector prefixes are as follows:

1. u- 2. ba-
3. u- 4, i-
5. Ii- 6. a-
2 Si- 8. bi-
9. i- 10. k-
1. Iu-
12. ka- 13. -
14, bu-
15. ku-
17. ku-
The selector stems are:
-fi? (which one?)
-5i? (of what kind?) (class 9 only)
-sili (different)
eg.  mutuufi? (which person?) (1)
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munzi usili (a different village) 3)

nja ini? (a dog of what sex?)  (9)
THE RELATIVES

Silozi, like other Sotho languages, has a number of relatively inflected
constructions which occur in substantive phrases either as headwords or
qualifiers. As constructions the relatives belong to the analytical level of the
inflected substantives or substantive phrases. Since, however, these
constructions are normally rankshifted as secondary members of the constituent
class of substantive in substantive phrases, and since it is customary to treat
relatives and adjectives among the substantives, their treatment is anticipated

here to some extent.

There are three types of relative construction distinguished according to the set
of relative inflecting morphemes which are used. These are:

(i) relative inflected adjectives

(ii) relative inflected stems and verb phrases

(iii)relative inflected verbal clauses.
RELATIVE INFLECTED ADJECTIVES

Constructional pattern:
relative prefix (1) + adjective
The constructional pattern of the adjective is:

adjectival prefix + adjectival stem.




The adjectival prefixes are the same in form as the noun prefixes save that class
10 prefix does not dccur, that of class 9 being used for both class 9 and 10.
e.g. tau ye-yywi  (another lion) 9 cp. -ywi  (another)
litau ze-peli  (two lions) (10.9) cp. -beli (two)
ndu ye-nde (a pleasant house) (9) cp. -nde  (pleasant)
lipalisa ze-nde (pleasant flowers) (10.9)

Further, the adjectival prefixes of classes 16 and 18 are not used, that of class 17
being used instead with the relative prefixes of classes 16 and 18.
e.g  fo-ku-nde (at a nice place)

mo-ku-nde (in a nice place)

fo-ku-nsu (at the black part)

mo-ku-fubelu  (in the red part)

Apart from their use in nominal constructions sometimes used as praise names,
e.g.  mali-mabi (bad luck) cp. mali amaswe  (bad blood)
adjectives are used only in an inflected form, the inflection being the relative
class affix,

e.g.  yomunde (one who is pleasant (a relative inflected adjective))

The relative class affixes which inflect adjectives are called series (1) and they
are the same in form as the demonstratives 1st position save in the cases of

classes 3, 16 and 17.

The following table of forms illustrates the forms of the relative class affixes
and the adjectival prefixes as used with the adjective stem /-nde/ (nice, good).




Singular

1. yo-mu-nde
3 o-mu-nde
5. le-li-nde
i se-si-nde
9 ye-o-nde
11.  lo-lu-nde
12.  ka-ka-nde

14,
15.
16.
17.
18.

No number

bo-bu-nde
ko-ku-nde
fo-ku-nde
ko-ku-nde

mo-ku-nde

Plural
ba-ba-nde
ye-mi-nde

a-ma-nde

S0 oy Bk

bye-bi-nde

10. ze-g-nde

13. to-tu-nde

The adjective stems in siLozi number some thirty of which over half refer to the

colours and patterns on markings of cattle.

e.g.  -Hca (young, new) -hulu
-kuswani  (short) -telele
-sisani (thin, slender, lean)  -kima
-nyinyani  (small, few) -yata
-kana (so many) -kai?
-sihali (female) -tuna
-nde (nice, good) ~cupya
-supya
-beli (two) -lalu
-ne (four) -ywi

(adult, old)

(tall, long)

(stout, thick)

(much, many)

(how many?, how much?)
(big, male)

(hornless)

(hornless)

(three)

(another, others)

The adjective stems may be freely used with any of the class affixes.
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Examples of relative inflected adjectives

yo-mu-nde =~ (agoodone) (1) eg mutu (person) (1)
ba-ba-nca (youngones) (2) eg  batu (people) (2)
o-mu-telele (alongone) (3) eg mukwakwa (road) 3)
ye-mi-nyinyani (smallones) (4) e.g minzi (villages) (4)
ye-mi-ywi (others) 4) eg minzi (villages) (4)
le-li-sisani (a thin one) (8) eg lizoho (arm) (5)
a-ma-kai? (how many?) (6) e.g mazazi (days) (6)
se-si-nde (aniceone) (7) e.g. sikolo - (school) (7)
bye-bi-beli (two) (8) eg Dbiemba (fragments) (8)
ye-tuna (anoldone) (9) e.g kwena (crocodile) (9)

ze-talu (three) (10.De.g. litapi (fish) (10)

The adjectives indicating colour have complex forms with suffix /-ana/ when
applied to female animals.
e.g.  ye-swana (ablack femaleone) (9) viz. komu (cow) (9)

cp. ye-nsu (a black male one) 9 viz. komu (cow) (9)

The construction adjective stem + /-ama/ is accompanied by a number of

morphophonemic changes (cp. Jalla, 1937, p. 21).
RELATIVE INFLECTED ST EMS

Constructional pattern:
relative prefix (2) + relative stem
The relative stems in question here may be inflected, principally or relatively by

the addition of the correct inflecting person or class affix.




eg  ba-buzwa  (they are lazy, e.g. batho (people)) (2) (principally)

baba-buzwa (tﬁey who are lazy) (2) (relatively) i
li-boi (they are cowardly, e.g. linja (dogs)) (10) (principally)
zee-boi (they who are cowardly) (10) (relatively)

Many of the stems which are inflected in this way are nouns, ‘l

: e.g. buzwa (laziness) (14)

The following table shows the relative prefixes which are used with relative

stems. They constitute series (2) of the relative class affixes. [

Singular No number Plural
1. yaa- 2 baba-
3. woo- 4. yee-
5 leli- 6. aa-
7 sesi- 8. byebi-
9. yee- 10. zee-
11, lolu
12 kaka- 13. totu-
14, bobu-
15. koku-
17. koku-
These prefixes are also used to inflect verb phrases.
e.g. linja zee-zuma hande (dogs which hunt well)
cp. linja zi-zuma hande (dogs hunt well)
e.g.  batho baba-bona hande (people who see well)
cp. batho ba-bona hande (people see well)
€.g.  mucaha yaa-seha hahulu (a young man who laughs loudly)

cp. mucaha useha hahulu (the young man is laughing loudly)




The following is a list of relative stems in common use:

-boi (cowardly)
-bukiti (heavy)
~bunolo (soft, easy)
-buhali (angry)
-bunala  (stubborn)
-cwalo (like that)

-CWana (like this)

liti (blunt)

Sufu (warm)

cp. boi
bukiti
bunolo
buhali
bunala
cwalo

cwana

 -koapo (crooked, dishonest)

e.g.

-lubilo (fast)
-mapuna  (naked)

-maswe  (bad)
-mata (strong)
-mezi (wet)

-munati (delicious)
-musa (kind, good)
-sipala  (broad)

-taba (wild)

-lata (hard, difficult)

linja zee-buhali
mucaha yaa-mata
pizi yee-lubilo
kokumezi

lubilo
mapunu
maswe
muata
mezi

munati

tata

(savage dogs)

(a swift horse)
(at a wet place)

(cowardice)
{weight)
(softness)
(anger)
(stubbornness)
(in that way)
(thus)

(speed)
(nakedness)
(evil)
(strength)
(water)
(good taste)

(mercy)

(difficulty)

(10)
(a strong young man) (1)
9)
a7

(14)
(14)
(14)
(14)
(14)
(adv.)
(adv.)

an
6
(6)
(6
(6)
3)
€))

®




Negative forms of the relative inflected stems are formed by prefixing the
negative sign /-si-/ to the relative stem.

e.g.  mucaha yaa-si-cwalo  (a young man who is not like that)

Where, however, the relative stems are nouns they become complements of a

verb phrase with radical /-na/ (be with) which is negatively inflected.

e.g. linja zee-si-na buhali (dogs which are not fierce; lit. which do not
have fierceness).
pizi yee-si-na lubilo (a horse which does not have swiftness).

Negative relative forms of all substantives are formed by prefixing this negative
relative inflection, viz. relative prefix (2) + /-si-/.
eg. mwana yaa-si-yomunde (a child who is not good)

batu baba-si-bao (people who are not those ones)

nama yee-si-yahau (meat which is not yours)

RELATIVE INFLECTED CLAUSES

Participial verbal clauses are inflected to enable them to refer to substantives.

e.g.  mutuyenenibona (the person whom [ was seeing)
cp. nenibona mutu (I was seeing the person)

e.g. linja ze-muboni (the dogs you saw)

cp. muboni linja (you saw the dogs)

The constructional pattern of these constructions is as follows:

Relative affix (3) + clause




Tt —")

) The following table shows the relative affixes which are used to inflect verbal i
clauses. They constitute series (3) of the relative class affixes.
, Siﬁgular No number Plural
: T - Ye- 2. be-
3. 0- 4. ve-
3. le- 6. a-
/3 se- 8. bye-
9. ye- ; ' 10. ze-
11. lo-
3, o= emig ' 13, to-
14. bo- .‘
155 ko-
16. fo-
17. ko-
18, mo- |

The vowels of these affixes are elided before the subject prefixes of class 1 or

class 6, /a-/.

e.g. b-abona (those whom he sees) (2) eg. batu  (people) (2)
ye-mubona  (the one you see) (1) eg mutu (person) (1)
ye-neninola  (the one I was writing) (9) e.g. buka (book) (9)
fo-niyahile ~ (where I dwell) (16) e.g. fasibaka (atthe (16)

_ place)
kinna ye-uziba (1t is I whom you know) (1)

Kiluna bao  (We are those whom 2)

" be-muziba  you know)




LEVEL 1l : THE SUBSTANTIVE PHRASES

Substantives of all kinds combine to form constructions at the next level of
complexity, viz. substantive phrases. Constructional pattern:
nuclear substantive + substantive(s) in agreement

The two aspects mentioned in the constructional pattern are of importance. A
phrase must consist of at least two substantives and these must be in agreement.
The term substantive is the name of a constituent class whose primary members
are the various types of substantive, i.e. nouns, pronouns, demonstratives,
enumeratives and selectors and which has secondary members as well e.g. the
relative constructions. Secondary members are those constructions which
belong as constructions to levels other than that of the substantive, but which
function as substantives by rank-shifting..

Examples of substantive phrases

sona sibatana seo (that same animal) (7) (pronoun, noun,
demonstrative (2))

nja yomi yeo - (that very dog) (9) (noun, pronoun, demonstrative
(2))

litaba zeo (those matters) (10) (noun, demonstrative (2))

nja iyi? (a dog of what sex?) (9) (noun, selector)

nja ifi? (which dog?) (9) (noun, selector)

bao basili (those different ones) (2) (demonstrative (2),
selector)-

bana babanca (young children) (2) (noun, relative adjective)

myaha yeminata (many years) (4) (noun, relative adjective)




sipulumuki sesifubelu (a red butterfly) (7) (noun, relative adjective)

tipa yeebuliti (a blunt knife) (9) (noun, relative inflected stem)
munna yaamata (a strong man) (1) (noun, relative inflected stem)
hona mo (in there) (17, 18) (pronoun, demonstrative (1))

While it is neceésary to define a substantive phrase (SP) as substantive +
substantive in agreement at the level of the SP, it is useful for reasons of
economy in description to define it a little more widely when it occurs as a
constituent in larger constructions, viz. as substantive +/- substantive in
agreement. This means that the term SP as a constituent includes both
substantives and substantive phrases. For example in the construction “inflected
SP”, whose constructional pattern is:

inflection + SP
the term SP may include both phrases and individual substantives as members
of the constituent class of SP.
e.g.  nimutu yomuhulu (with a senior person)

nimutu (with a person)

Both these constructions are inflected SPs. In the first example the SP is a

phrase consisting of two substantival constructions in agreement. In the second

the SP is a single substantive without accompanying substantives in agreement.
COMPOUND PHRASES

Phrases may be combined either (i) in apposition or (ii) as formed by
conjunctives. |
eg. (i) basali kaufela (all the women)

likomu kaufela (all the oxen)




musizana ndiala (a girl orphan)
(ii) bomme ni-bondate {mother and father)
bomme kapa bondate  (mother or father)

LEVEL 11l : THE INFLECTED SUBSTANTIVE PHRASES

Substantive phrases are inflected as such by prefixing the following inflecting

morphemes.

(1)  copulative /ki-/ (it is), hasi (it is not)

2) subjective, e.g. /ki-/ (1)

3) adverbial, e.g. /ka-/ (by means of);
ni-/ (with)

4) possessive class affix + /-a-/ (of)

The result is a substantival construction of level Il with constructional pattern:

inflecting morpheme + SP

COPULATIVE PHRASES

Copulative phrases inflected by /ki-/ (it is)

(a)

Affirmative copulative phrases are formed by prefixing the inflecting
morpheme /ki-/ to substantive phrases, e.g.

ki-mutu yomuhulu (it is a senior person) cp. mutu yomuhulu (1)
ki-yena yo (it is this one himself)  cp. yena yo @8}
ki-bao babansu (it is those black ones)  c¢p. bao babansu  (2)

ki-ali munwi fela (it is the only one) cp. ali mugwi fela (1)




zenyinyani ones) zenyinyani

ki-ufi? \ (it is which one?) cp. ufi? (N
ki-yomunde yoo (it is that pleasant one)  cp. yomunde yoo (1)
ki-zetuna zensu (it is the big black ones) cp. zetuna zensu  (10)
i ki-yaamusa (it is the kind one) cp. yaamusa 1) P |
ki-zeebuhali (it is the small angry cp. zeebuhali (10) T}
i |
|
R |

(b) Copulative phrases belong to the constituent class of adjuncts in verb
phrases. In passive extended verb phrases they indicate the agents by which
the action was done. See p. 62 for a description of adjuncts as constituents

in verb phrases.

e.g.  Nenishwezi ki-kaizeli yaka (I was bereaved of my sister)
| Nenitabilwe ki-komu yetuna (I was gored by a big ox)
Nenilatehezi ki-mali yenata (I suffered the loss of a large sum
of money)

Neninatilwe ki-ndate yomuhulu (I was beaten by my father’s elder
brother) |

Ml bt o o st el -

(c) The negative inflection of SPs is /hasi/.

e.g.  hasi mutu yomuhulu (it is not a senior person)

(d) SPs consisting of an infinitive ‘inflected verb phrase are among those
copulatively inflected, by /ki-/.
e.g. Hasi kuhalifa. Ki-kubapala fela (1t is not anger. It is only play)
Ki-kuli akaipulukela lico zahae (Is it that he can keep all his food

anosi? to himself?)




Copulative Phrases Inflected by Subject Prefixes

Affirmative copulative phrases are formed by prefixing the affixes of the first
(I) and second (II) persons (subject prefixes) to substantive phrases and, when

the SP is locative adverbial, those of the third (II) persons as well.!

€.g. ni-mulozi (I am a Losi) (Is)
u-muty yaamusa (vou are a kind person) (Ils)
lu-batu babansu (we are black people) Iph

 mu-batu babamusa (you are kind people) (Il pl)

u-teni fona foo (he is at that same place) (1)
ba-kwasishanjo kwanu  (they are at the wet-garden here) (2)
u-kumulena (he is with the chief) D)
ba-kuboSitali (they are with the Sitalis) : 2)

The affirmative inflection is changed to the negative by prefixing /ha- ~ a-/
(not).

Copulatives Consisting of Subjectivally Inflected Relative Stems’

Relative stems are affirmatively inflected, by prefixing subject affixes of all
persons and classes. These constructions are a principal inflection of these
stems which may act as predicates in substantival clauses. The stems are also
inflected relatively and the resulting constructions are substantival.
e.g.  Sikuwa si-tata (English is difficult)  (7)

Mutu yo u-musa (This person is kind) (1)

Batu bao ba-maswe (These people are bad) (2)

Lico li-munati (The food is delicious) (10)

" The subject prefixes are discussed on pp. 74-76.
* Relative stems are discussed and listed on pp. 31-34.
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The affirmative inflection is changed to the negative by prefixing /ha- ~ a-/
(not).

ADVERBIAL PHRASES

Adverbial phrases inflected by /ka-/ (by means of)
SPs inflected by /ka-/ are adverbial instrumental in meaning. They also belong
to the constituent class of adjuncts in verb phrases and indicate the means by
whiéh, or the material in reference to which, an action is done.
e.g. Neninatilwe ka-kota yetuna (1 was beaten with a big stick)
Nenitile ka-ngila ye (I came by this path)
Nenibulela ka-taba yeo (I was speaking about that affair)
Nizamayile ka-mota ye yesuna (I have travelled in this big car)
Neniutwile ka-kaizoli yaka (I heard about my sister by this letter)
ka-linolo le
Nifitile ka-nako yabusihu (I arrived at night)
Neniutwile ku-kaizeli yaka ka- (I heard from my sister by this letter) .
linolo le '

Nenirutilwe ka-likomu ki-ndate (1 was taught about cattle by my father) .
Una ashwile ka-puso (He died in the reign of Lewanika)

yaLewanika

ubulezi ka-zamasimu (He spoke about gardening affairs)

Batile ka-bubeli (They came two by two)

Adverbial phrases inflected by /ni-/ (with)

(a) SPs inflected by /nmi-/ are adverbial associative in meaning. They also i R :'EE e

belong to the constituent class of adjunct in verb phrases and indicate the




persons or things associated with the action.

e.g. Una apila ni-bana bahae (He was living with his children)
Utile ni-babaywi batu (He came with some other people)
Zamaya ni-puli yani (Go with that goat yonder)

Nitile ni-batu bali bagwi (I came with the same people)

(b) They are frequ.ently used in reciprocal extended verb phrases
e.g.  Balatana ni-muenyi (He and the stranger love each other;
' lit. They love each other with the
stranger)

Nizibana ni-mutu yo (I and this person know one another)

(c) Associative phrases are used after the verb /-na/ (be with) only in

affirmative inflections.

e.g. Nina ni-celete venata (I have a lot of money)
but Hanina celete yenata (I have not much money)
Note: fakaufi ni-ndu . (near the house)

kwahule ni-ndu (far from the house)

Adverbials consisting of inflected stems

Adverbials of manner and degree are formed by prefixing /ha-/ to adjectival and
relative stems as well as certain nouns.

e.g.  ha-nata (often) cp. -yata (adjectival stem)

ha-munati (sweetly) -mynati  (relative stem)

ha-lishumi (ten times) lishumi (ten) (5)




POSSESSIVE PHRASES -

SPs inflected by the possessive inflections are substantival constructions
belonging, as secondary members, to the constituent classes of nuclear
substantive and substantive in agreement in substantive phrases.

e.g.  libizo la-mushimani yo (the name of this boy) (5)

The possessive inflections are made up of a class affix and the morpheme /-a-/

of relationship. The class affix indicates the possessee or object of the

relationship.
e.g libizo l-a-mushimani (the name it-of the boy) (5)
piza y-a-lizupa (a pot it-of clay) (€]

The class affixes occur in the following forms.

Singular No number Plural
1. w- Z - b-
3. w- 4. -
5. I- 6. 0-
& s- 8. by-
9, - 10. z
14 bw-

12. k- 13. tw-

R T




e.g. likomu za-mulena wapili wabuLozi  (the cattle of the former (10)
chief of Lozi-land)
buka ya-bubeli (the second book) 9)

Possessive inflections are used as constituents not only with SPs but also with
pronominal stems and pronouns which refer to them. Possessive stems exist
which refer to possessors of Is, IIs and class 1. Pronouns are used to indicate | |

possessors of other persons and classes (see pp. 22-24.) | |

Is. -ka |
Iis. -hau
I 1 -hae |
e.g. nja ya-ka (my dog) ©)
mukolo wa-hao (your canoe) 3)
lipuli za-hae (his cattle) (10)
but bana ba-bona (their children) )

Common possessive constructions are abbreviated. I
e.g mun’ amunzi (owner of the village) (1)
mwan’ aka (my child) €8

Locatives based on SPs are possessive in classes 16 and 18; possessive and

sometimes nominal in class 17.

eg fatafule yani (on that table) (16) an inflected SP
cp.  fatafule fani (on that table) (16) an SP
e.g.  mwa-ndu yani (in that house) (18) an inflected SP
cp. mwandu mwani (in that house) (18) an SP
c.g. kwa-likamba leo (at that shore) (17) an inflected SP .




cp. kwalikamba kolubata (to the river bank where ~ (17) an SP
kuzamaya luna we want to go) |

e.g.  fa-pili yamota (in front of the car) (16)
kwa-mulaho wamota (at the back of the car) a7

mwa-hali yamoia (inside the car) (18)

The noun prefix /ku-/ of class 17 forms complex nominal constructions when
prefixed to phrases.
s et (the chief himself) an

Luzwile ku-zona zeo  (We have come from those (17)

over there)
SUBSTANTIVE CLAUSES

Constructional pattern:
+/- Subject + Predicate

The constituent class of subject includes every kind of substantive phrase or
substantive. Its presence is optibnal in the clause whose nuclear element is the
predicate. The class of predicates is made up of copulative phrases and
copulatives.
The following are examples of affirmative inflected clauses:
e.g (a) Kelezo kimulyani (Advice is medicine)

. Museme woo kiwomunde hahulu  (That mat is a very good one)

Munna yani kibondate (That man is my father)

Musebesi wakuluta kiwomunde  (The work of teaching is a

good one)




(b) Mwan’aka ukwamunzi wamulena (My child is at the chief’s
village)
Musal 'ahau ukae? (Where is your wife?)
(c) Pilu yahae itata cwale kalicwe (His heart is as hard as a stone)
Munna yani umusa (That man is kind) _ |

Kuzwapaula batu kumaswe (To despise people is bad)

The following are examples of negative inflected clauses.

e.g. (a) Batu ba hasi babatuna (These people are not strong
ones) -[
Museme woo hasi womunde (That mat is not a good one) '
(b) Mwan'aka ha-a-kwamunzi (My child is not at the village) | I
(c) Lico ze ha-li-munati (This food is not nice) | |

SUBSTANTIVAL SENTENCES | '.

Substantival sentences consist of a substantival clause which may be

accompanied by participial verbal clauses. 'l

e.g.  Niha aipahamisa hakankana, (Although he prides himself a . |
kimutu fela . great deal, he is only a commoner) |
Ha dlila, kimwan aka (If he is crying, it is my child) 1

Ha ahdlifile, kikuli bamuhalifisize  (If he is angry it is because they

hape nihape have given him cause for anger

time and again)




Chapter 2
VERBAL CONSTRUCTIONS

The Verb Radical
The constructions of the verbal hierarchy are based on the verb radical as
nuclear element. '
e.g. -lat- (love, want)
The verb radical, of course, never appears by itself, but always in an inflected
form. The simplest inflection of a verb radical is that of the imperative which
consists of the terminal vowel /-a/ and an associated tone pattern (not marked
here). The infinitive inflection /ku-...-a/ is also a simple one.
eg  lat-al (Io?e)

ku-lat-a (to love, loving)
Another inflection is that of the negative principal present.

e.g  Ani-lat-i (I don’t love)

The verb radical is the nuclear element in all of these examples. They show that

the terminal vowels /-a/ and /-i/ are part of the inflection imposed on the verb
radical and are distinct as morphemes from it. Verb radicals are phonologically
incomplete since they lack a final vowel. This .is always supplied by the

inflection.

Simplex and Complex Verb Radicals
Verb radicals may be simplex or complex. Simplex radicals consist of a single
morpheme. <
e.g  -lar- (love)
-lek- | (buy)




-zib- _ (know)
-lil- (cry)

Complex radicals are constructions consisting of simplex radicals + extensions
or verbalisers. Simplex radicals + extensions are called extended radicals.
Extensions are affix morphemes which extend the relations of the verb radical
to complements and adjuncts in the verb phrase in ways beyond the power of
the simplex radical.
e.g - -zib-an- (know one another) viz. /~zib/ (know) + /-an-/ the reciprocal
extension
-fel-iz- (finish) viz. /fel-/ (come to an end) + /-iz+/ the causative
extension
-um-i.:rfs— (hear well, understand) viz. /-utw-/ (hear) + /-isis-/ the

intensive extension.

Simplex radicals with verbalisers are called derived verb radicals. Verbalisers
are affix morphemes whereby verb radicals are formed r.i?rom non-verbal stems
such as nouns and ideophones.
e.g.  -hali-f- (be angry) cp. /hali/ (anger) (9) + verbaliser [-f/.

-yuku-I- (paddle fast) cp. /yukw/ (paddling fast), an ideophone +

verbaliser /-I-/.

Both extended and derived verb radicals are constructions and occupy the first

level of the verbal constructions.

The Verb Phrase
The second level of the verbal constructions is that of the verb phrase. It

—
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consists, in its fullest form, of verb radicals, both simplex and complex, together
with their complenients, both objects and adverbs, and with adjuncts which are
normally adverbial. In verb phrases only the nuclear constituent of the verb
radical is compulsory, while the presence of the other constituents, namely the

object prefix, the object and adverbial complements and the adjuncts is optional.

The constructional pattern of the verb phrase is therefore defined as:
/+/- object prefix + verb radical +/- complements +/- adjuncts/

e.g. -lat- nja (want a dog) - verb radical + object complement
-lek- nama (buy meat) - verb radical + object complement
-yukul- mukolo (paddle canoe fast) - derived verb radical + object
complement .
-pil- nibana bahae (live with his children) - verb radical + adjunct
-bin— hamunati (sing sweetly) - verb radical + adverbial complement
-latan— nimuenyi (love and be loved by a stranger) - extended verb
radical + adjunct
-mu-halifizis- (give him cause for anger) - object prefix + extended verb
radical
-i-pahamis- (pride oneself) - reflexive object prefix + extended verb

radical

The Inflected Verb Phrase
The third level of the verbal hierarchy of constructions is that of the inflected
verb phrase. The constituents of the verb phrase are (1) the inflection, and (2)

the verb phrase. Both constituents are compulsory.

Thus the constructional pattern of the inflected verb phrase is:




/+ inflection + verb phrase/.

The inflection consists of combinations of inflecting affix morphemes
indicating affirmation or negation, the subject, the tense, the mode and so on.
e.g.  Ni-lek-a nama (1 am buying meat) - the subject prefix /ni-/ (I) and the
terminal vowel /-a/ constitute the inflection.
A-ni-lat-i nja (I don’t want a dog) - the negative prefix /a-/, the subject
prefix ni- and the terminal vowel /-i/ constitute the inflection.
Ba-muhalifisiz-e (They gave him cause for anger) - the subject prefix

/ba-/ (they) and the terminal vowel /-e/ constitute the inflection.

Verbal Clause

The fourth level of the verbal constructions is that of the verbal clause. This
consists of a subject and predicate. The predicate of verbal clauses is an
inflected verb phrase.

e.g.  Nna nileka nama (As for me, I am buying meat)
Batho bao bayukula mukolo (Those people are paddling the
canoe fast)

In the clause the subject is usually a substantive or substantive phrase and is an

optional constituent.

Verbal Sentence

A fifth level of the verbal constructions is that of the verbal sentence. In a
verbal sentence there is a principal clause which is verbal accompanied by one
or more clauses, either principal or subordinate.

e.g.  Nihaiba mezi abubela kwamulaho (Although the river is running

kamata, batu bao bayukufa mukolo strongly against them, those people




are paddling the canoe fast)
Kakuli bom&?a bakula kacenu, (Because my mother is sick today,
_nileka nama | I am buying meat)
The above then are the levels of verbal constructions. The most complex unit is
the sentence (level V). Its constituents are clauses (level IV). The constituents
of the clause are subject and predicate, an inflected verb phrase (level ITI). The
constituents of the inflected verb phrase are the verbal inflections and the verb
phrase (level II). The verb radical (level 1) is the nuclear constituent of the

verb phrase.
THE VERB RADICAL

Radicals may be simplex, adoptive, derived, extended or re-duplicated.

Simplex radicals

These consist of a single morpheme,

e.g.  -hul- (grow) cp. ku-hul-a (to grow)
-lim- (cultivate) cp. ku-lim-a (to cultivate)

Commonly simplex radicals consist phonologically of consonant-vowel-
consonant (CVC)_ but examples of radicals which are phonologically CV, VC,
CC, C, CVCVC and other patterns are found.

eg. CV : -lu-  (own) cp. kuwlu-a (to own)
vC  : -ez- (make) cp. ku-ez-a (to make)
CC : o -ns-  (takeout) cp. ku-ns-a (to take out)
(& r o~ (give) cp.  hku-fa (to give)

-sebez- (work)  cp.  ku-sebez-a  (to work)




Adoptive radicals

SiLozi has a number of verb radicals which it has adopted from other

languages, in the main from English and Afrikaans. In being adopted the

radicals are made to conform to sil.ozi phonology and morphology. Thus they
normally end in a consonant and are inflected in the same way as original siLozi
radicals.

e.g. ku-tolok-a (to interpret) cp.  folk  (interpret) Afrikaans
ku-temp-a (to stamp) cp.  stamp English
ku-cay-a (to hit) cp.  -tshay- (hit) Ndebele

Like simplex radicals, adoptive radicals are morphologically simple, they are

not constructions.

Derived radicals

Derived radicals are constructions in which the first constituent is either an
ideophone or a substantival stem. The second constituent is a verbaliser, (i.e. the
element which is suffixed to substantival stems and ideophones to form verb

radicals). Derived radicals are nuclear constituents in verb phrases.

Radicals derived from ideophones. There is a large class of derived verb
radicals whose. constituents are ideophone and, verbaliser. Common

verbalisers in such constructions are: /-k-/, /-I-/, /-m-/, /-t-/, /-ny~/, /-t-/, /-z-/.

e.g -yuku-k-  (go fast, of a canoe) cp. yuku (moving fast, of a canoe)
-yuku-l-  (paddle canoe fast) cp. yuku (ditto)
-luku-m-  (throb) cp. luku (jumping)
~fumya-n- (stink) cp. fumya  (stinking)
-ziki-ny-  (wobble, shake)  cp. ziki-ziki (shaking)
-puku-t-  (use bellows) cp. puku-puku(blowing)

T




-caculu-z- (multiply) cp. caculu  (growing)

Radicals derived from substantive stems. There is a small class of derived
verb radicals whose constituents are a stem (either nominal, adjectival or

relative) and a verbaliser. Common verbalisers in such constructions are:
/-, /-fal-/, /-faz-/, /-b-/.

eg -hali-f- (become angry) cp. buhali (anger) (14)
' -sweu-fal- (become white)  cp. -sweu (white) (adj.)
-tata-fal-  (become difficult) cp. -tata (hard) (rel)

-nolo-faz- (soften) cp. bunolo (softness) (14)

-mai-b- (become unlucky) cp. bumai (bad luck) (14)

Extended radicals

Extended radicals are constructions in which the first constituent is a verb

radical, which may be simplex, adoptive or derived. The second constituent is

an extension or combination of extensions. Extensions modify the basic

significance of the radicals which they extend in various ways. One result of

this is to affect the kind of verb phrase of which they may be the nuclear

constituent. The ability to command and appear with object complements

possible to a simplex radical may be (i) reinforced, (ii) restricted or (iii)

widened by the addition of an extension.

e.g.  the verb phrase /-lob- pizal (break a pot) is reinforced by the extensive
extension /-ak-/,

viz.  -lob-ak- piza (break a pot to pieces)

It is restricted by the neuter extension /-eh-/,

viz.  -lob-eh- (p